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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


The Philadelphia County Medical So- 
ciety was organized at a meeting of the Phy- 
sicians of the city and county, convened for 
that purpose by a public call, on the 11th 
of December, 1848. A committee was ap- 
pointed to draft a constitution and by-laws, 
and the meeting adjourned to the 18th of the 
same month. At the adjourned meeting 
the draft of a Constitution and By-Laws was 
reported, and the several provisions being 
separately considered, the whole was adopted 
for the future government of the Society ; 
the names of the members present were then 
taken down, and the committee on constitu- 
tion was empowered to receive the namesof 
such regular members of the profession, of 
good character and in good standing, within 
the bounds of the Society, as were desirous 
of becoming members. 

The first stated meeting was held on the 





Condie, Recording, and Dr. H. S. Patterson, 
Corresponding Secretaries; Dr. M. M. 
Reeve, Treasurer; and Drs. T. Hobson, 
W. Jewell, J. F. Meigs, I. Parrish, and D. 
Tucker, Censors. Twenty propositions for 
membership were received. 

At an adjourned meeting held January 
30th, delegates to the State Society and 
American Medical Association were elected. 
Resolutions were passed in favour of a law 
providing for a registration of births, mar- 
riages and deaths, throughout the State, 
and a copy directed to be transmitted to 
both houses of the legislature. Fourteen 
propositions for membership were received. 

At a quarterly meeting held April 17th, a 
report was received from the delegates to 
the State Society. Twenty propositions for 
membership were received. 

At the adjourned meeting held April 25th, 
forty-six new members were elected. 

At the quarterly meeting held July 17th, 


16th of January, 1849. The Committee on} a report was received from the delegates to 
the Constitution reported that forty physi-; the American Medical Association. Two 
cians of the city and county had signed, and } propositions for membership were received . 
by that act had become the constituent mem-} At the quarterly meeting held October 
bers ofthe Society. Dr. Samuel Jackson was} 16th, two new members were elected. It was 
then elected President; Drs. Geo. Fox and; resolved to hold a meeting once a month, 
T. F. Betton, Vice-Presidents; Dr. D. F.} from November to March inclusive, for the 
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reception of medical communications, and for 
discussions. During these meetings, the pa- 
thology and treatment of dysentery, the em- 
ployment of quinine in remittent fever, the 
population of Philadelphia, and the causes of 
the preponderance of the male over the fe- 
male births, were the leading subjects of dis- 
cussion. 

It was resolved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to report on the subject of public hy- 
giene. 

At the annual meeting held January 15th, 
1850, the officers of the last year were re- 
elected, with the exception of Dr. Tucker, 
as one of the Censors, he having left the 
State; Dr. T. H. Yardley was elected in his 
place. Delegates were also elected to the 
State Society, and to the American Medical 
Association. Eleven propositions for mem- 
bership were received, and three new mem- 
bers were elected. 

At the quarterly meeting held April 16th, 
eleven new members were elected and eight 
propositions for membership were received. 

At the adjourned meeting held May 21st, 
nine propositions for membership were re- 
ceived. The Delegates to the State Society 
and American Medical Association reported. 
A committee was appointed to report in re- 
lation to the Medical Topography, and the 
endemic and epidemic diseases of the several 
sections of the County of Philadelphia. The 
committee on public hygiene was requested 
to report on the best plan for warming and 
ventilating public and private buildings. 

At the quarterly meeting held July 16th, 
a committee was appointed to report on the 
best mode of securing to physicians a just 
remuneration for their professional services. 

At aquarterly meeting held October 15th, 
it was resolved that, at the close of each year, 
the president shall deliver a public address. ; 
Sixteen new members were elected, and three 
propositions for membership were received, 
and acommittee appointed to procure an 
enumeration of all the regular and irregular 
practitioners of medicine in the County of 
Philadelphia. 

At an adjourned meeting held November 
19th, five propositions for membership 
were received. An interesting conversation 
took place on various medical subjects. 

At an adjourned meeting held December 
llth, two propositions for membership 
were received. 

An interesting discussion on medical sub- 
jects took place. : 











MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


At the annual meeting held January 21st, 
1851, Dr. Samuel Jackson was re-elected 
President; Drs. John F. Lamb, and Isaac 
Parrish, Vice-Presidents; Drs. D. F. Con- 
die, and H. S. Patterson, were re-elected 
Recording and Corresponding Secretaries ; 
Dr. W. B. Page, was elected Treasurer; 
and Dr. T. Warrington, T. H. Yardley, W. 
Mayberry, W. Jewell, and T. F. Betton, 
Censors. Four new bers were elected, 
and six propositions for membership re- 
ceived. 

At an adjourned meeting held February 
11th, four new members were elected, and 
two propositions for membership were re- 
ceived. 

At an adjourned meeting held March 11th, 
Delegates were elected to the State Society 
and to the American Medical Association. 
Seven propositions for membership were re- 
ceived. 





The Mercer County Medical Society held 
its seventh quarterly meeting in the borough 
of Mercer, on Tuesday the 7th of January 
last. Members present—Drs. Cossitt, Pre- 
sident; J. T. Ray, Vice-President; G. W. 
Baskin, Secretary; J. H. Rankin, Trea- 
surer; Drs. Hart, Hamet, Packard, Breiner, 
Stewart, J. Baskin, Dawson, H. Axtell, 
Irvin, Riddle. 

The minutes of the last meeting having 
been read and approved, the resolutions in 
reference to attending clergymen and their 
families (the consideration of which had been 
postponed from the last to the present meet- 
ing), were taken up, discussed, amended, 
and finally adopted in the following form :— 

Whereas, It has been the custom of phy- 
sicians to render their services gratuitously 
to clergymen and their families, and have 
considered it a pleasure so to do: 

But whereas, Many of that class of our 
fellow-citizens, forgetful or careless of their 
great influence upon a large. portion of the 
community, have latterly countenanced, by 
various means, quackery in different forms, 
and the use of quack nostrums, thereby 
working injury to and retarding the progress 
of true medical science, Therefore, 

Resolved, That we will hereafter demand 
remuneration from all clergymen, as from 
other patients, who in any manner are 
known to lend their influence to the propa- 
gation of medical imposition, under what- 
soever name concealed; to the support of 
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irregular practitioners of any kind, or to the 
dissemination of quack nostrums. 

Dr. J. Baskin presented two specimens 
of cancerous stomach, accompanied with a 
history of the cases. 

A circular from Dr. Flint, of Buffalo, was 
then read, in which he asked for communi- 
cations on Typhoid Fever and Dysentery, 
or other epidemic diseases. The reading of 
this paper elicited a full and interesting in- 
terchange of opinion in regard to those dis- 
eases. 

The necessity of re-vaccination having 
been broached and briefly discussed, on 
motion, Drs. Hart and Ray were appointed 
to prepare a report on that subject, to be 
presented to the Society at its next meeting. 
On motion, 

Resulved, That a committee be appeinted 
to invite the regular physicians of the ad- 
joining counties of this State, and those of 
the bordering counties of Ohio, to assemble 
in this place on the second Tuesday of May 
next, for the purpose of forming themselves 
into a society, having for its objects the pro- 
motion of medical science, and a more inti- 
mate acquaintance a g its bers; or 
otherwise to consider such subjects pertain- 
ing to the interests of the profession as may 
then be brought before them. 

Committee appointed by the chair—Drs. 
Ray, Packard, Stewart, Irwin, Riddle, G. 
W. Baskin. 

Certificates of membership were fur- 
nished to those members whv had not re- 
ceived them. ; 

The Society then adjourned, to meet on 
the first Tuesday of April, at the house of 
Mrs. Bradley. G. W. Basxin, 

Secretary. 





Delaware Co. (Penn.) Medical Society.— 
At the last stated meeting of the Delaware 
County Medical Society, the following offi- 
cers were elected for the year terminating the 
last Tuesday in February, 1852. 

President—Dr. Jesse Young. 

Vice- President—Dr. J. Owens. 

Secretary—Dr. Robert K. Smith. 

Treasurer—Dr. M. Emanuel. 

Delegates to the State Medical Society— 
Drs. Harvey, R. K. Smith, and Joshua 
Owen. 

Delegate to the National Medical Asso- 
ciation—Dr. M. Emanuel. 

The present members of the Society are, 
Drs. J. Young, J. Owen, Robert K. Smith, 
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M. Emanuel, Elwood Harvey, Martin, Hey- 
sham, Wilson, Morton, Barton, Ash, Tur- 
ner, Pennock, and R. H. Smith. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


American Medical Association.—We have 
the pleasure of announcing that the Phila- 
delphia and Charleston Steamship Company 
have with the utmost liberality made special 
arrangements for the accommodation of Dele- 
gates going to Charleston, to attend the an- 
nual meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. Accordingly, the splendid new steam 
propeller Albatross will leave the Company’s 
wharf, Lombard St., on Friday morning, 
May 2d, at ten o’clock (instead of Saturday, 
her regular day); and she will be detained in 
Charleston a day beyond her regular period 
of leaving, if desired by the Delegates. 

Excursion tickets will be furnished to 
Delegates at the reduced price of $25. 

Arrangements have also been made in 
New York, in accordance with which the 
steamboat Southerner will leave New York 
on Friday afternoon, May 2d, at four o'clock, 
from Pier No. 4, North River. 

Delegates wishing to go by this route 
should apply to Spofford, Tileston & Co., 
48 South St., New York. 

The fare to Charleston is $20. 

Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—This Society will hold its next an- 
nual meeting in Philadelphia, on the last 
Wednesday (28th) of May, 1851. 

We invite the attention of county societies 
to the following articles of the constitution 
of the State Society :— 

ArrIV. $ 4. Assoon as a County So- 
ciety is organized, the Secretary thereof shall 
transmit to the Censors of the District two 
copies of their rules and regulations, with the 
names of the Officers and Members; and as 
goon as one of the said copies is returned 
with the approval of the said Censors, or a 
majority of them, the Society shall be autho- 
rized to elect one Delegate to the State So- 
ciety for every five of its members, and one 
Delegate where the Society does not consist 
of five members. 

Arr. V. $ 6. It shall be the duty of the 
Censors of each District to examine the 
laws and regulations of the County Socie- 
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ties ; and if they find nothing in the said laws 
and regulations contrary to the letter or spirit 


of those of the State Society, the er 


shall endorse on them the word ‘‘Approved,”’ 
with their signatures, and the date of such 
approval, and transmit one copy to the Cor- 


responding Secretary of the State Society, | 
and another to the Secretary of the Comer 


Society. 
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Collodion in Chilblain.—Dr. Jno. Evans, 
of Chicago, states (IV. W. Med. and Surg. 
Journ., March, 1851) that he has used the 
collodion in a number of cases of chilblain 
with the most satisfactory effects. 

Statistics of Mortality of Philadelphia.— 
The following Statistics of Mortality of 
‘ Philadelphia for the year 1849 and 1850 is 


Art. VI.$ 8. The County Societies shall} compiled from the reports of the Board of 
report annually to the State Society a list of} Health, and taken by weeks; that is, the 
their Officers and Members, any new rules} month, as here reported, consists of all the 





which they may. adopt, and such other mat- 
ters as they may deem interesting. 

We would also call attention to the follow- 
ing resolutions adopted at the last meeting 
of the Society :— 

“* Resolved, That the attention of the 
County Medical Societies throughout the 
State be called to the importance of furnish- 
ing reports on the state of health, the Medical 
Topography, the occurrence and progress of 
contagious and epidemic disorders within 
their respective limits, and such other medi- 
cal intelligence as may be of importance to 
the State Society. 

“« Resolved, That the County Societies be 
requested to publish annually, before the 
session of the State Society, in the newspa- } 
pers of their respective counties, a list of their 
members, and to forward a copy of the same 
to the Corresponding Secretary.’’ 

The Corresponding Secretary has received 
a copy of the constitutions of only the follow- 
ing County Societies, with the approval of 
the Censors :— 

Berks County. 

Philadelphia County. 

Northampton ‘‘ 

Erie 

Blair 
Lancaster 
Perry 
Allegheny 
Schuylkill 
Miffiin sh ; 
Montgomery 
Bucks 
Chester 
Delaware 

Such other County Societies as have been 
formed should, without delay, transmit two; 
copies of their constitution to the Censors of ; 
their district, and these last should, if the 
same be approved, send one copy to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, Dr. I. Hays, Phila- 
delphia, and return the other to the Society 
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entire weeks up to and including the last 
Saturday in the month, together with the ad- 
ditional week that may have commenced in 
the preceding month (where such cages 
occur). This is frequently counterbalanced 
by the fractional parts of weeks not counted 
at the last of the month, and the arrangement 
cannot materially affect the comparisons, nor 
in anywise the general result. - 

The two months marked with an asterisk 
may possibly be slightly incorrect. 


Interments in the City and Liberties of 


Philadelphia. 

Year. 1849. 1850. 
January : 542 469 
February - 541 570 
March - - 701 719 
April - - 622 597 
May - - 522 ~—s G21 
June : - 914 829 
July - - 1782 1045 
August - : 1239 1225 
September - 994 647 
October - 565 565 
November - 589 636 
December - 659 550 

Total 9670 8473 


Excess of deaths (per above) in 1849 over 
those in 1850 1188 
Excess of deaths three cholera months 
of 1849 over the same period of 
1850, - 
Largest number of denthe i in any one } 
week within above-mentioned two \ 50 
years occurred in that ending J as 
21, 1849, 
Smallest number of deaths (and wor) 
a very considerable time previous, $ 


probably many years) in that end- ‘ 
ing Jan. 26, 1850, 


It may be proper to remark, that Aug. 


: - - 1098 
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1850, comprises the reports of five entire 
weeks, which causes it to compare unfavour- 
ably with the same month of the preceding 
year—four days of July, being included in it, 
there should be about one hundred and sixty- 
three deaths deducted from it to give a proper 
idea of the correct number, and particularly 
as the same month (August, 1849) only re- 
cords four weeks, there being fractional parts 
of weeks at both ends that had to be thrown 
into other months. This kind of collision 
can seldom occur. 
Statistics of population of Philadelphia. 


Arena in Popula. by No of 


Municipalities. acres. U.S. census. dw’gs. 





City of Philadelphia, 1,402$ 121.417 16,272 
Dist. of N. Liberties, — 320 47,223 6,854 
« §. Garden, 1,100 895 9,150 
“ Kensington, 1,238 46.776 7,555 
“ Richmond, 1,163 5.840 1,025 
“ Penn, 1,198 8939 1.302 
“ Southwark, 5084 38,799 6,451 
Moyamensing, 1,486 26,979 4,096 
Boroughs. 
The seven incorporated bo- 
roughs, [Est.] 5,384 25,250 4,251 
Rural Districts. 
The 12 townships 
[Est.j 28,927 4,246 
Total, 76,800 409,045 61,202 


Total number of Families, 72,365. 


The Weather in Philadelphia, from 1835 
inclusive, up to and including the Year 
1850. 
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Average for Ten 
Years, immedi- 
ately p 
845] 84 | 29 | 113) 24 | 58 |195) 170 
Statist’sfor 1845] 98 | 25 | 123) 27 | 70 |220] 145 
Bo 1846] 90 | 33 | 123) 22 | 81 |226| 139 
Do 1847] 32 | 94 | 126] 20 | 69 |215) 150 
Do 1848]111 | 20 | 131} 21 | 69 |221) 145 
Do 1849] 93 | 25 | 117) 29 | 82 |228) 137 
Do 1850] 112 | 27 | 139) 31 | 57 |227| 138 





Making an > - the past 16 years, 
as follows— | 89 | 35 | 1241 25] 701 219 | rt 146 
The average for - bar 1835 and 1836 was— 
28 | 91 117 | 37 | 145 | 220 
While that for 19 and 1850 has been about— 
| 103 | 26 | 129 | 30 | 69 | 228 | 137 
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Monthly Statistics of same character for year 1850. 


























January. 4/6/10| 7} 5 Pe 9 
February. 7/ 2} 9] 2) 9} 20 8 
March. 6}; 2} 8] 8] 4] 2) 11 
April. 14] 0/14] 4] 4/22) 8 
ay. 13} 5/18] 9] 6| 24) 7 
June. 15| 0/15) Oj} 4) 19) 11 
July. ! 9/ 2}11] 0] 3] 14) 17 
August. 16} 1/17] O|} 5| 22) 9 
September. 7) 4/11] 0} 24] 13) 17 
October 8] 1] 9] 0] 2] 11) 2 
November. 7) 2) 9] 2] 5] 16) 14 
December. 6; 2} 8] 8] 8 14) 7 

112 | 27 |181 | 31 | 57 227/138 





mm of Rain that has fallen during va- 
rious years. 


Av’ge ion 1830 incl’ ve up to 1850, 41 4-5 in. 


Do. 1830 do. 1845, 41 3-5 
Do. 1835 da. 1840, 49 

Do. 1840 do. 1845, 41 1-5 
Do. 1845 do. 1850, 43 2-5 


While during 1850 there fell the unusual 
quantity of 543 
The above is compiled from the record 
kept at the Pennsylvania Hospital, from 
which we find that from 1830 to 1850 (both 
inclusive). 
The smallest quantity fell in the years 


1834, 34 in. 
and 1848, 35 ‘ 
The largest do do 1841,55 “ 


and 1850, 544 ‘‘ 

Since 1834, the largest number of days 
during some portion of the 24 hours of which 
more or less rain fell was—during the year 
1850, viz. 139 days. 

Do. smallest number do. 1837, 88 ‘* 
Either of which contrasts strongly with the 
average as above shown, of the ten years 
preceding 1845—viz. 113 days, or even with 
the entire average for the past sixteen years,. 
viz.—124 days. 

That the number of days on which rain 
has fallen of latter years has increased, while 
the quantity (with an occasional exception) 
remains about the same, cannot be doubted. 
That freshets, awfully destructive in their 
character, are of more frequent and sudden 
occurrence than formerly, must also be 
conceded, and with some it is doubtless 
difficult to reconcile these things to an equal- 
ity in the quantity of rain that falls—but the 
apparent enigma seems to be satisfactorily ac- 
counted for by an acute observer of the wea- 
ther. In one of his reviews last summer, he 
alluded to the increased and increasing num- 
ber of dams thrown across our streams for 
various purposes—these resist the accumu- 
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lating torrent for a time, and when the bar- 
riers, one after another, do give way, the 
rush of water is so impetuous, and the volume 
so great, that disaster must necessarily mark 
its path, and to a much more fearful extent 
than if these temporary obstructions had 
never existed. 

By reference to Peirce’s Review, and 
other sources, we find that the average tem- 
perature of February, from 1790 up to, and 
including 1850, has been about 29 degrees, 
while that of the same month, just closed, 
has risen to 41 degrees, a height not equalled 
in any year during that period—the nearest 
to it being that of 1828, when the medium 
temperature reached 40 degrees. 

The average mean temperature of the 
three winter months just passed has been 
about 384 degrees, showing it to have been 


(as per item herein, of March Ist, 1849) full ; 


four degrees and a half higher than the gene- 
ral average for some fifteen years past, while 
it is one and a half degrees higher than even 
that of 1849 and 1850. 

The comparative mean temperatures were 
about as follows: 


Dec. Jan. Feb. 
1849-354] 1860. 3711850 =. 384 
1850 37${1850 371851 41 


Simple Cupping Instrument.—At a re- 
cent meeting of the Suffolk District Medical 
Society, Dr. Gouxp exhibited a new instru- 
ment for cupping formed of a thick, firm, 
hollow India-rubber ball cut in half. In ap- 
plying it, all that is necessary is to place the 
concave surface on the part to be cupped, 
and press down the centre to exhaust the 
air, after which the fingers may be taken off, 
‘and the ball will be found to adhere, and 
quite firmly, too, by means of the vacuum 
created. For all the ordinary purposes of 
cupping, this simple contrivance will be 
found most effectual, and particularly in dry 
cupping. It has advantages over glass cups, 
either with or without the pump, and the 
cost of a dozen of them would not exceed a 
dollar ; besides, there can be no breakage, 
or liability to get out of order, nor is anything 
required to exhaust the air from them, save 
the pressure spoken of, when they are ap- 
plied. To the country practitioner, who 
cannot always have leeches at his command, 
this simple and cheap substitute will be most 
acceptable. — Boston Med. and Surg. Journ., 
April 9, 1851. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Resignation of Professor Elisha Bartlett. 
—We learn that this gentleman has resigned 
the professorship of the Institutes and Prac- 
tice of Medicine in the New York Univer- 
sity, to which he was appointed during the 
last year. Dr. B. has won golden opinions 
from the fraternity in his brief sojourn among 
us, by his ability and urbanity, so that a very 
general desire is expressed that his talents 
and services may still be retained in New 
York, where such men will be welcomed 
alike by the profession and the public. As 
a teacher and practitioner he-+has few supe- 
riors.—N. Y. Med. Gaz., April 15th, 1851. 


Registration of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths.—We are happy to announce that 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, at its ses- 
sion just closed, has passed an act for the 
registration of births, marriages, and deaths, 
in the Commonwealth. 


Number of the Medical Classes in the Ses- 
e sion 1850-51. 


College of Phys. and Surg., N. Y., - 230 
Rush Med. College, : : - 132 
University of Virginia, - : - 93 
Geneva Med. College, - : - 101 
University of Buffalo, - : - 115 
Albany Med. College, - - - 93 
Medical College of Georgia, - - 159 
Ohio Medical College - : - 180 


Number of Medical Graduates in 1851. 


University of Pennsylvania, - - 167 
University of Maryland, : - 45 
Ohio Medical College, - : - 59 
University of Missouri, ¢ - : - 33 
Louisiana Medical College, _- - 37 
Med. Dep. St. Louis Univ., - - 19 
Rush Med. College, - : - 30 
Hampden Sidney Col. Richmond, - 26 
University of Buffalo, _- : - 30 
Medical College of Georgia, - - 50 
University of Virginia, - : - 24 


Obituary Record.—It is with great regret 
that we record the death of Dr. Joun B. 
Beck, late Professor of Materia Medica, in 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
New York, and one of the most eminent 
physicians and medical writers of our coun- 
try. He expired on the 9th of April, at the 
age of fifty-seven years. 
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Excision of Enlarged Tonsils. — Mr. 
Hanrvey has published an interesting volume 
with the object of entering his deliberate pro- 
test—derived from his practical experience 
of the results—against the fashionable opera- 
tion of removing the tonsils. Mr. Harvey 
has, with great diligence and care, investi- 
gated the subject in all its relations, anato- 
mical, physiological, and pathological ; and 
has adduced sufficient facts to establish his 
conclusions—that enlarged tonsils and elon- 
gated uvule do not per se give rise to imper- 
fect hearing; that extirpation of the tonsil, 
so far from remedying deafness or impair- 





39 


been on good terms as companions and fel- 
low-workmen. <A few angry words having 
occurred between them, Ladds took off his 
jacket, declaring he would beat Germain. 
Threatening then became mutual. Ladds 
ran to Germain with all the posturizing of 
the piagilist, preparing to strike him, when 
Germain struck him on the head above the 
ear, on the left side, and Ladds instantly fell, 
acorpse. I saw him in about an hour. He 
had the aspect which a young man would 
present who had died in perfect health. The 
only abnormal appearance was occasioned by 
a quantity of froth which was constantly is- 
suing from his nose and mouth. On the 
Monday following I made a post-mortem. 


ment of the voice, only aggravates both ; that, } Instead of froth, a quantity of blood was found 


as the disease originates in constitutional 
causes, 80 it must be met by treatment di- 
rected to the state of the constitution; and 
that the mere local treatment by removal of 
these organs often engenders or increases the 
constitutional disorder. 

Our attention was drawn to the subject of 
the removal of the tonsils by the perusal of 
Mr. Harvey’s observations, delivered at the} 
Medical Society in the session of 1848. We 
have since that period had frequent opportu- 
nities of verifying the author’s opinions, 
which, therefore, we have the greater confi- 
dence in recommending to the attention of 
our readers. It is beyond contradiction that 
the tonsils have of late been clipped off by 
many surgeons, as if they had no office in 
the economy, or as if, indeed, they were al- 
together abnormal rather than normal or- 
gans. We have seen within the last few 
years a variety of instruments devised for the 
operation: e. g. curved scissors, hooks, bis- 
touries, gwillotines, &c. &c.—all of which, 
however, it clearly appears from the results 
of Mr. Harvey’s researches, are not only use- 
less, but worse than useless additions to the 
armamentarium chirurgicum.—Lond. Med. 
Gaz., Feb. 1851. 

Fracture of the Inner Table of the Skull by 
a Blow with the Fist.—The following rare 
case, interesting ina medico-legal as well as 
a surgical point of view, is related by Mr. J. 
Deane (Prov. Med. and Surg. Journal, 
March 5, 1851). 

‘* On the afternoon of Saturday, the 28th of 
September, 1850, a labourer named John} 
Ladds was killed by William Germain, la- } 
bourer, both of Chatteris. There was no; 
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issuing from his nose and mouth, and on the 
slightest movement given to the head, blood 
perfectly fluid, would escape to any amount. 
On the examination of the external surface 
of the skull at the spot described by the wit- 
ness present at the time of the injury, there 
was some little vascularity, and an imperfect 
elevation of the pericranium on the left parie- 
tal bone, directly below the parietal protu- 
berance. On removing the upper part of 
the skull I found a lineal fracture or crack of 
the inner table of the skull, without depres- 
sion, to the extent of more than half an inch. 
Along the seat of the fracture a small vein 
was seen ramifying and ruptured. We had 
a good deal of trouble in removing the skull 
cap, its natural adhesions to the dura mater 
being in this case very strong, but at the spot 
of injury, there was no adhesion, and over 
the greater part of the left side of the head 
blood was freely effused and perfectly fluid. 
There was no other trace of injury or of dis- 
ease, and all the other organs were healthy, 
but the blood throughout the whole system 
was, as is usual in cases of sudden death, 
fluid. The body was in a most offensive 
state of putrefaction, although he had been 
dead only thirty-eight hours.”’ 

Influenza.—This was extensively preva- 
lent in Paris during the early part of March. 
It is stated that there were 40,000 persons 
confined to their apartments by it, indepen- 
dent of those in the Hospitals. 

The Paris Correspondent of the Medical 
Times (April 5, 1851), writes :—‘‘ Although 
the influenza has, I am glad to say, laid aside 
much of its intensity, it continues to attack 
in immense numbers people of every condi- 


previous malice; they had always before ‘tion, and under the most varied circum- 
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ever wisely devised or carefully executed, § 
seem to have the least influence towards the 
prevention of the malady ; and hence we are 

compelled to regard. it as depending pre- 
eminently on atmospheric constitution. 
That constitution, however, is not exclu- 
sively ‘‘ grippal.’’ It is modified, or rather 
mixed up, with an almost equal dose of cho- 
leric influence—the remnant, probably, of 
the epidemic in 1849. It is curious to ob- 
serve the influence of thiscombined epidemic 
constitution on the nature and march of dis- 
ease, Great numbers of persons labouring 
under “‘ grippe’’ are at the same time at- 
tacked by a species of cholerine, the bron- 
chial symptoms predominating in some, the 
abdominal in others; while in all the affec- 
tion is attended by a remarkable degree of 
prostration and adynamia. In many cases, 
likewise, the diarrhea assumes towards its 
decline many of the characters of typhoid 
fever, the principal of which thus assumed 
are meteorismus, pain of the abdomen, rose- 
spots, and exacerbation of the febrile parox- 
ysm towards evening; yet the disease does 
not run the course, nor present the termi- 
nation, of typhoid fever. This latter malady 
itself has not escaped the prevailing influence, 
for it now appears under a form which had 
not been observed in France for many years ; 
unless, indeed, we suppose (and this is the 
more probable) that the disease is typhus, 
not typhoid, fever. However this may be, 
the cases are niarked by extreme prostration 
from the commencement of the attack, and 
by the appearance of large superficial purple 
spots, like those of scurvy, on the groins, 
abdomen, and insides of the thighs. Prac- 
titioners here are not acquainted with the 
differences between the specific eruptions of 
typhus and typhoid fever, so clearly demon- 
strated by Dr. Jenner, and confound all ady- 
namic fevers under the name of ‘‘ typhoid.”’ 
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Fraud in Cinchona Bark.—M. Fontaine, 
a Pharmaceutist at Sevres, in France, calls 
attention, in the Repertoire de Pharmacie 
(Aug., 1850), to a fraud which is carried on 
to such an extent, he says, as to render it im- 
possible to procure pure yellow cinchona 
bark. He publishes the results of his exami- 
nation of two different specimens of this arti- 
cle which exhibited every external character 
of a bark of good quality, but which on exa- 
mination were found to be completely ex- 
hausted of quinine. From these and other 
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stances. No precautionary measures, how- ‘ experiments, M. F. says, “I conclude that 








there is no longer to be found in commerce 
any cinchona which has not been subjected, 
before it comes into the hands of the phar- 
maceutist, to an operation tending to deprive 
it of the quinine contained in it, and which 
constitutes its value. It even appears that 
this system, which must give enormous pro- 
fits to those who employ it, is chiefly carried 
on in Paris; and the cinchonas, thus de- 
prived of the principles which render them 
valuable, are sent to Havre, then returned 
from that city to Paris, and afterwards sold 
to the druggists as bark arriving from 
America. 

It is to be hoped that the authorities will 
discover the authors of this odious trade, and 
that efficient punishments will be inflicted 
on those who have recourse to such criminal 
means of attaining wealth.—Institute, Nov. 
30. 


Anomalies of the Diameter of the Aorta. 
—M. Verneuit exhibited to the Biolo- 
gical Society of Paris the aorta of an 
adult well-formed female subject, the chief 
branches of which were reduced to their 
minimum, appearing to belong rather to the 
body ofa child than to that of an adult, being 
of scarcely half their ordinary diameter. 
The femoral and brachial arteries possessed 
nearly their ordinary calibre. The heart 
was small. The variety was, in this case, 
apparently congenital. 


Fatal Mistake of an Apothecary’s Assist- 
ant in France.—A girl seven years of age, 
affected with worms, was ordered by a phy- 
sician some chocolate lozenges with santonin. 
The apothecary’s assistant who made up 
the prescription took the bottle containing 
strychnine, which the principal had neg- 
lected to keep locked up, instead of that con- 
taining santonin, and used the former in- 
stead of the latter. The lozenges were taken 
and death resulted. The apothecary and 
his assistant were both tried, the latter for 
involuntary homicide by imprudence and 
inattention; the former as responsible for 
the act of his assistant. The latter was de- 
clared guilty, and condemned to a year’s im- 
prisonment, and a fine of ten dollars and the 
costs, amounting to about sixty dollars; and 
the apothecary was declared responsible for 
the pecuniary liabilities of his assistant.— 
Journal de Com. Med.-Chirurg., Nov. 1860. 












